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Remodel becomes a rebuild

Safer, more versatile clubhouse also shows over 20 percent increase in revenues

By Rebacca Lucz ok

Howr many times have you soarred a lirele
weckend project around che house, only ro see
it balloon into something bigger and you end
up tipping out the enrire bathroom? That's
cxacely whar happencd recently ro Sunser
Ficlge Counrry Cluby in Norshficld, 1

The clubhouse, built in 1923, needed
some work, and the club's membership
had outgrown the original desien. So
in 2000, club officials started work on
a master plan for a renovation. [n the
midst of examining che building to find
out what needed to be done o i, executives
g':«."r. BOC Yery 1""1'.1 NCWE:s 11]‘.' ll]-;].i.]'l. ESL'L'ti.'J‘E'l.
of the cubhouse had a major structural defece
and peeded to be demolished and cebuile,

e had to put up oexterior steel cables
to keep the walls of the main dining room
plumbs Juntil they could be repaired],” said Jim
Fetersen, Sunser Ridee seneral manager, “Thar
really kind of forced our hand. %% knew o
rebruzld was necessary”

The chanses are paving off hoth assthetically
and linancially, Perersen said.

The $9.5 million investment in the new
building has boosted banguer food and
leverape sales bw 20 percent over historical
aales singe it was \_'l;,:d'l'lpll."[l:';,i lasr spring, rthie
peneral manaser said. And 2 la carte sales are
alsc up by abour 30 percenr, he said,

“Ouar new main dining reem s really palling
people in,” Petersen said.

Since the rwo side wings with the men's
and ladies’ locker rooms had been renovared
farrly recently, the architect hired to oversee
the work, COCI decided to leave them
in place amd rebwild the main maddle section
bherween them, making the new section look as
roech like 3t had always been there as possible.

Doing a totally new clubhouse was noc
feasible," szid Chuck Berberich, vice president
of COT and project manager for the relwild.

The new main section of the elulhouse
had many of the same rooms as the old one
—a formal bar, a library and meeting room, 2
barnguer facilioy and a casual greill=Tbur with
more realistic sizes and a0 bherrer |:_11_\.'-;_:u|_|l,, said
Fyan Yakel, the archivecr o the project,

“The existing spaces weren't designed w be
used as they were funcrioning.” he said "The
administrarion offices were inan cld Jormitory
o upsits.”

The plan for the new secrion included a
larger grill with a new pub section.

Sunset Ridge updated
its living room (above)
and entry (right) as
part of a $9.5 million
renovation.

“Crasual erills are more popular now, so we

enlaroed it and added the pals and the two play

off each other,” Yakel said, "1t gives them a nice
castal dinine area”

The new design also centralized food and
Levernge operations,

“We puc the kitchen in the center with
direct aceess to all dindvge areas,” Yakel said.

And the banguet facilities were redesioned
from one large room to an area that can
be broken up into several smaller rooms
when needed.

"Cur old faciliog couldn’ have more than
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one event ar a time bur now we hove the
freedom oo acrually hold three funceions at
omee,” Petersen said.

Wihile the project turned out to be higeer
than expecrad, the main soal was o make a
moere uselul —and safer —clubhouse for the
membership, szid Takel, and che soal has
been achioved.

“They are serring a lor more use ot of i,”
he said, “The dubhouse we mve them in the
end was what they were looking for and the
staff and management pot whae they were
locking for as well”
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